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latter referring in support of the possibility of doing this to the
division of labour as exemplified in the bee-hive:
" Where some, like magistrates, correct at home,
Others, like merchants, venture trade abroad,
Others, like soldiers, armed in their stings,
Make boot upon the summer's velvet buds,"
leads up to the proposition, which is accepted, that one quarter
of the country's forces shall go on the French expedition, whilst
three-fourths shall remain at home to safeguard the realm against
Scotch inroads. The Dauphin's messengers are now called in,
and after receiving assurance from the King that they may speak
freely without fear, they make known the insulting message that
their master has commissioned them to deliver, which is to the
effect that Henry is more fit for revelling than for fighting, and
to give full weight to this opinion they present to the King a
goblet of tennis balls and end by desiring that the dukedoms he
claims may hear no more of hlrp-
Henry recognizes that the Dauphin misjudges him to be a mere
swaggering roysterer because of his wilder days, for which he
accounts by saying sarcastically that he is absent from home,
and therefore merriest, but that he will shortly keep his state
when he comes to his throne of France, adding that
" Many a thousand widows
Shall this his mock mock out of their dear husbands;
Mock mothers from their sons, mock castles down;
And some are yet ungotten and unborn
That shall have cause to curse the Dauphin's scorn."
He makes his defiance all the more impressive by an appeal to
God, in whose name he warns the Dauphin that he is coming on,
and so he dismisses the messengers with safe conduct, ancl the
scene and act conclude with the Bang's appeal to his nobles to
hasten their preparations, saying:
"Therefore let every man now task his thought,
That this fair action may on foot be brought."
Act H. Prologue. "Now" all the youth of England are on
fire." This is the burden of the prologue to the second act,
viz., that thoughts of pleasure and even of industrial occupation
have given way to war preparations.
"They sell the pasture new to buy the horse"
is an apt indication of the frame of mind of Englishmen from king
to peasant at this juncture. An apostrophe to England as of a
" little body with a mighty heart,'1 leads up to a declaration of